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in the Biqa', although they are also to be found in Saida and Sur
and in the lower strata of the working-class of Beirut. Economic-
ally they are the most backward of the communities and are mostly
serfs on the estates of semi-feudal lords. In the Biqa* their
lords are largely Sunnis and Christians, but in the south they
are mainly Shi'is, who in the past were practically autonomous ;
this gives the community a particularly great degree of cohesion.
The Druzes also are mainly an agricultural community, careful
fanners, relatively prosperous, and socially the most solidly
organized of all the communities. They have a double organiza-
tion : the religious with its hierarchy, and the feudal with its
gradation of ranks. The organization, however, has long been
weakened by factional disputes, of which the political rivalry
between the great families of Jumblat and Arslan is only the
latest phase ; and the whole land-system on which it is based is
gradually breaking up.

The Greek Orthodox and Greek Catholics are partly peasant
communities : they contain a large proportion of small free-
holders, prosperous through emigration, and in general are less
dominated by large land-owners than are other communities.
They also form a considerable part of the commercial dass of
Beirut and other towns, and indeed include some of the wealthiest
trading and land-owning families.

The Armenians

There is another community which differs from all those
mefitiooed above by reason of not speaking Arabic and of having
come recently into the country : this is the Armenian community.

There are about 70,000 Armenians in Lebanon. They are
mostly of recent settlement in the country. A few were established
in Beirut before the war of 1914-18, but most of them entered
in successive waves during and after it, Seeing from persecution
or frotn the expectation of it, as in 1939 after the cession of
Aieraadrctta to Turkey. Most of them arrived penniless, and
settled in huts on the outskirts of Beirut But in the last two
decades, thanks to their own efforts and to those of the Nansen
Office, their economic situation and their living conditions have
aawch improved. They are mainly craftsmen, small traders and
office-workers ; almost Vdl of them are town-dwellers.
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